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PMRPC PURPOSE
“The Pottstown Metropolitan Region is positioned directly in the path of growth 
as it continues to expand outward from Philadelphia and its suburbs. It is a 
well-balanced region with a richly diverse landscape of historic communities, 
attractive suburban neighborhoods, industry, commercial centers, rolling 
farmlands and abundant natural resources. The intersection of US Route 422 and 
PA Route 100 in the middle of the region provides a gateway for new growth. 
The region’s communities recognize that they are at a crossroads for directing 
growth and this is the catalyst for the region’s eight municipalities working 
together to plan their future. Especially important for the region is directing 
growth into the region’s older communities and designated growth areas, 
particularly the Borough of Pottstown, in order to revitalize these older places, 
maximize the costly public infrastructure of the region, and preserve the region’s 
rural areas.  

Through regional cooperation and planning the Pottstown Metropolitan Region 
intends to:

• Protect the unique historical, cultural, and natural resources of the region.

• Promote the economic vitality and quality of life of the region’s existing 
communities.

• Implement growth management techniques to provide for orderly and well-
planned new development.

• Preserve open space and agriculture in the region.

• Develop transportation choices for better mobility in and through  
the region.

• Encourage walkable communities with a mix of uses and a range of housing 
options where appropriate.

• Promote new economic opportunities and jobs.

• Maintain and improve recreation options.

• Address the specific needs and unique conditions of each municipality.”

Source: Pottstown Metropolitan Region Intergovernmental Cooperative 
Implementation Agreement for Regional Planning (April 12, 2010)

FEATURED PROJECT: KEIM STREET 
The Keim Street Gateway Plan is a project spearheaded by Pottstown Borough 
and MCPC to study the revitalization and reinvestment opportunities in the 
area of the former Bethlehem Steel complex at S. Keim Street and Industrial 
Highway. This project, funded by DVRPC’s TCDI grant program, will provide 
recommendations for infill development, design standards, streetscaping and 
greening improvements, and connections to the Schuylkill River Trail. Working 
in partnership with key property owners of the area, overlay zoning is being 
written to implement the goals and design criteria of the project. 

Flyer with Conceptual Sketch for Keim 
Street, including proposed mixes-use 
buildings (mirroring the existing historic 
office building on the left), street trees and 
streetscaping amenities, and an eventual trail 
connection to the SRT.

An Open House was held at the actual 
site on Keim Street, which included 
complimentary donuts from the Donut 
NV food truck. Many residents from the 
neighborhood were able to walk right down 
to the site.
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POTTSTOWN METROPOLITAN REGIONAL 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 
2015 as an update to the first regional comprehensive Plan adopted in 2005. The 
2015 Regional Comprehensive Plan lays out goals and objectives for the region 
related to economic development, housing, parks and recreation, open space, 
natural resource protection, agriculture, transportation, and community facilities.

No amendments to the regional comprehensive plan were reviewed or adopted 
by the Committee during 2019. 

ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAP  
CONSISTENCY REVIEWS
All proposed zoning text or zoning map amendments that change the standards 
regulating use, residential density, or non-residential intensity within a member 
municipality are sent to the Committee for review and comment. The Committee 
reviews the proposed amendment to determine whether it is generally consistent 
with the stated goals, objectives, and policies of the adopted Regional 
Comprehensive Plan.
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• Downtown District—Pottstown Borough – At the March meeting, PMRPC 
reviewed several proposed zoning ordinance amendments for Pottstown Borough. 
Changes included addition of new permitted uses in the Downtown District and 
certain uses previously permitted in the Downtown District were moved to other 
districts. No issues of regional significance were identified.

• Neighborhood Mixed Use Overlay District—Douglass Township – At the 
April meeting, PMRPC reviewed a proposed zoning ordinance amendment for 
Douglass Township to permit Active Adult Community in the Neighborhood 
Mixed Use Overlay District. No issues of regional significance were identified.

• R-3 Residential District—East Coventry Township – At the June meeting, 
PMRPC reviewed a proposed zoning map and text amendments for the R-3 
Residential zoning district in East Coventry Township. The proposed rezoning 
of six parcels from R-3 Residential to C Commercial was found to be generally 
consistent with the Regional Comprehensive Plan.  The proposed text amendments 
add new permitted uses in the C Commercial zoning district.  No issues of regional 
significance were identified.

FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
The Future Land Use Plan for the Pottstown Metropolitan Region as outlined in the 
2015 Regional Comprehensive Plan includes policies and maps intended to guide 
future growth in the Region for the next 20 years (see the Future Land Use Map on 
page 2).

SUBDIVISIONS AND LAND DEVELOPMENTS OF  
REGIONAL IMPACT

Any subdivision or land development proposal within the Region which meets the 
definition of a “subdivision or land development of regional impact” is reviewed 
by the Committee. The Committee reviews and provides advisory comments to the 
individual municipality where the proposal is located as it relates to the stated goals, 
objectives, and policies of the adopted Regional Comprehensive Plan.

Gambone: Holly Road – At the April meeting, PMRPC reviewed a  proposed mixed-
use development on Holly Road in Douglass Township consisting of 28,130 sq. ft. 
of commercial, 190 residential units (166 townhomes and 24 single-family units), 
and 17.35 acres of open space. The PMRPC provided comments related to pedestrian 
connections, trail location, parking, and stormwater management.

Kummerer Parcel – At the September meeting, PMRPC reviewed a proposed 143 
unit age-restricted single-family development on Kummerer Road in Upper Pottsgrove 
Township. No issues of regional significance were identified.

Sanatoga Green (Revised) – At the September meeting, PMRPC reviewed revised 
plans for a proposed mixed-use development on Evergreen Road in Lower Pottsgrove 
Township. The development consists of 457 residential units (147 townhomes and 
310 apartments) and 120,000 sq. ft. of office. No issues of regional significance were 
identified.

Pottstown Collision Center – At the September meeting, PMRPC reviewed 
a proposed 16,753 sq. ft. collision center located on High Street, partially in 
Pottstown Borough and partially in West Pottsgrove Township. No issues of regional 
significance were identified.

Westwood/Maguire – At the December meeting, PMRPC reviewed a proposed 64 
unit residential development (38 twins and 26 village houses) on Rhoads Road in New 
Hanover Township. No issues of regional significance were identified.
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GRANT PROGRAMS

MINI-GRANTS PROGRAM

The Pottstown Parks and Recreation Improvement Mini-Grant Program is a 
local grant program jointly-administered by PMRPC and the Pottstown Area 
Health and Wellness Foundation (PAHWF) with grant funding from DCNR 
which is matched 50:50 locally by PAHWF. Mini-grants are available to all eight 
of the municipalities within the Region. The program is designed to fund park 
improvements to increase park usage and improve the health of area residents.

10 
Projects

7  
Municipalities

70% park development 
projects & 30% park 

planning projects

$
$

$197,057  
Total grant  
funds spent

Mini-Grants Round #2: 2015-2018

10 
Projects

6  
Municipalities

70%  park development 
projects & 30% park 

planning projects

$
$

$173,550  
Total grant  
funds spent

Mini-Grants Round #1: 2013-2016

Mini-Grants Round #3: 2018-2021

11 
Projects

7  
Municipalities

91% park development 
projects & 9% park  

planning projects

$
$

$199,971  
Total grant  

funds awarded to-date
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Upper Pottsgrove Township received a $12,788 grant to 
professionally evaluate the health of three ponds using mapping, 
sediment sampling, and water quality testing. The evaluation 
found that the ponds are relatively healthy.

West Pottsgrove Township received a $17,846 grant to improve 
access to two existing playgrounds by adding ADA accessible 
pathways from the sidewalk to the playgrounds. ADA-accessible 
picnic tables and playground edging will be added.

Douglass Township received a $25,000 grant to identify 
Township-wide park needs and complete plans for three public 
parks, including the Libor Tract. The plans call for additional 
parking, a picnic pavilion, and a disc golf area.

East Coventry Township received a $7,750 grant to improve 
two existing trails; including creating a new trailhead for the 
nature trail that connects the parking lot at Ellis Woods Park 
to the park’s larger trail system.

West Pottsgrove Township received a $25,000 grant for design, 
permitting, and construction of a pedestrian bridge over the 
Manatawny Creek with 200 linear feet of trail connecting to 
improvements completed in Phase 1.

Pottstown Borough received a $10,000 grant to construct 
a pavilion in Riverfront Park near the Schuylkill River Trail. 
Pollinator gardens were installed along the path in conjunction 
with a wooden mural donated by artist Beck Morris.
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An online, interactive map has been created to summarize facts about each of the active and completed 
mini-grants projects: https://pottstownmetroregion.com/current-and-completed-mini-grants-project-map/

2019 GUEST SPEAKERS
• January – Karen Whitaker, DVRPC Senior Transportation Planner; David 

Anderson, DVRPC Manager Office of Transportation and Corridor Studies 
(Pottstown Region Traffic Analysis)

• February – Jon Lesher, MCPC Principal Environmental Planner II, Jim 
Wylie and Bill Sabey, “Ready for 100%” (Ready for 100% Renewable 
Energy)

• March – Kourtney High, Pottstown Borough Grants Administrator 
(Pottstown Transit Development Plan)

• April – Carol Stauffer, Assistant Director, Chester County Planning 
Commission (Landscapes 3)

• June – Craig Colistra, PAHWF Program Officer for Recreation and Health 
(2018 Community Health  Needs Assessment)

• October – Andrew Besold, MCPC Transportation Planner II (Montgomery 
County Complete Streets Policy)

• December – Andrew Svekla, DVRPC Associate Manager, Smart Growth 
(Community Impacts of Multifamily Development)

https://pottstownmetroregion.com/current-and-completed-mini-grants-project-map/

