
What is a Greenway? 
A greenway is an interconnected system of PUBLIC 
and PRIVATE lands benefitting from shared steward-
ship principles.  
 

About the Study: 
The study encompasses a multi-regional landscape  
consisting of: 

 4 regional planning areas 

 26 municipalities 

 195 square miles (125,000 acres) 

 171,369 people and 66,276 housing units (2010) 

 200,000 people and 79,841 housing units by 2030 
 
The four regions were divided into ten landscape areas 
(see map on right) based on an analysis of watersheds, 
land use, geology, and other natural resources. 
 
The study consists of three primary components: 

 Rural Resource Greenways 

 Main Street Greenways 

 Greenway Stewardship 

Rural Resources Greenways: 
A parcel-by-parcel analysis was conducted to identify the 
region’s existing greenways (see map on left), including: 

 Existing protected open space 

 Primary natural resources (steep slopes, floodplains, 
and wetlands) 

 Riparian corridors 

 100 foot corridors for water quality 

 300 foot corridors for habitat protection 

 Tree canopy and large remaining forest patches 

Multi-Regional Greenway and Stewardship Study Overview 



Main Street Greenways: 
Fourteen Main Street Greenways were studied, including the 
region’s ten boroughs and the downtown “main street” areas 
of the villages of Gilbertsville, Harleysville, and Sumneytown.  
 
Main Street areas were studied by an interdisciplinary team, 
consisting of landscape architects, environmental planners, 
transportation planners, and community planners.  
 
The three primary goals for the Main Street Greenway consist 
of making the downtowns: 
 
Walkable 

 Efficiently and safely walk 
to Main Street destinations 
and from the Main Street 
area to adjacent natural 
resource greenways 

 Safe, comfortable, aestheti-
cally-pleasing walking experience which reduces vehicle 
conflicts and encourages visits to multiple destinations 

 
Green 

 Establish native landscapes 
through the creation of 
gateways, plazas and other 
physical improvements 

 Provide an attractive,  
vegetated streetscape to 
maintain and enhance  
economic vitality 

 Street trees  

 Well-planted parking lots and public spaces 
 

Sustainable 

 Create opportunities for increased stormwater  
management, including infiltration 

 Create a diverse landscape using native vegetation 

 Incorporate development standards  that complement 
and enhance the Main Street area’s cultural and historic 
environment.  

Greenway Stewardship: 
Municipal Park Stewardship Assessments: 

 Natural Lands Trust (NLT) has conducted municipal park 
stewardship assessments of 38 municipal sites, as well as 
470 acres at Green Lane Park 

 Assessments were completed in spring, summer and fall 
of 2016 and 2017 

 Developing a “Stewardship Guidebook” to be used by  
municipalities and private landowners 

 
Rural Resource Stewardship: 
Rural resource greenways are divided into three zones and 
management recommendations will be tailored to each zone: 

 Preservation Zone, consisting of: 

 Public lands 

 Parks 

 Open space 

 Private conservation lands 

 Privately preserved agricultural lands 

 Primary resources 

 Floodplains 

 Steep slopes >25% 

 Wetlands  

 Management Zone, consisting of: 

 100’ riparian buffer area 

 Priority management areas, consistent with  
conservation subdivision approach 

 Conservation Zone, consisting of: 

 300’ riparian buffer area 

 Woodlands and canopy conservation 

Concept illustration showing rain garden installation in front of a 
restaurant. A rain garden here could help control stormwater runoff 
from the adjacent roadway while contributing to the greening of the 
streetscape. 


